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The parents in this family although no doubt of inter- 
est, appear rather colorless in contrast with the children. 
There appears to be a strong inferiority complex motivation 
working in the minds of tens children which forces them to 
extreme positions on the subjeacts in which they are interested. 
The family ocoupy a ramshackle building among mostly Chinese 
immediate neighbors. The large number of children has made 
1% necessary for the parents to seek charity relief in the 
past to support them. pashoush none of the children have at- 
tended the University, they have for the most part (those of 
sufficient age) attended high-school. The combination of 
paor dwelling, rather lowly calling of the yarents, and re~+ 
eeipt of oharity, together wi th education and natural mental 
and character strength perhaps accounts for the combative 
“gorappy" mental attitude of the children. 

One daughter, now about 25 years old, has ambitions to be 
an opéra singer. She already has something of a reputation as 
a coloratura soprano, al though she has secured little profes- 
sional training. She mophavs at intervals in concerts and mu- 
sicales given by various non-Japanese groups. This young lady 
4s strongly feministic. Ae oin many of this type, perhaps a 
previous disappointment in love accounts for the declared bit- 


terness against the prerogatives of the mle sex. She seems 
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to be strongly sexed and according to common report and her 
own statements has been involved in some slightly unpleasant 
sex e@pisodes. However she appears to be unable to "land her 
man". Frustration is evident in every conversation with her. 
Apparently unable to arrakee a marriage with one of her own 
race, she next turned her attention to a man half-Japanese, 
half American. Unfortunately he was married, and the return 
of his wife from another city put a stop to the relationship. 
The next step in her Odyssey was to turn her thoughts to mar- 
riage with an occidental. Both Europeans and Americans have 
figured in her thoughts in this connection. Nothing has de- 
veloped, and she is now seeking sublimation by taking up the 
study of Italian wi th the ides of furthering her career as an 
opera singer. | 

One of her brothers exhibits his frustration by writing 
letters to the newspapers on the relations between Japan and 
America, suggesting various remedies for existing 111-feeling. 
He also engages in various movements; clubs, giving talks, 
writing articles for Japanese chureh end club papers, appar- 
ently with the feeling that he must attract attention to him- 
self to obtain relief from ‘hp complexes under which he suf- 
fers. His latest brain-child is the idea that the Japanese 
language should be taught in all American schools in order 
to do away with the present il] feeling and leck of under- 


gaat eae degen sosmne » of ayant in ) rn | 
a aarin Leg eae qilaty te mo) at norconas a 
“ei Suiak” oF oldaiw og oa exnbage ‘sie several ¥ * 
eat Bete ao ke gage vnRs ener? 4a fventye: ad sits 
jack XO wae dele ogebezen © aypstas ad es 
% Sonat ea ee ae eneea aad pee? aa whi 
Kata BaF wit sietamrtnotst “am tem, 2 = on 
Chinn £0 pet ad? of gota a Sunt: ‘afte wositome moet othe aa 
gan of ettacstd set eaur of See ‘peat? weil Ms, gata intel te 
ie \ seo toons ee eye tee dite ‘fakanh temo a0 Hele weal . a 


~—e of  ,sottoenion ols? ia cutgmed?) soiled vous | 
oid ap pitted ge mo thal oie handioe a w8Es 6s ise Dawe i degoser,, 
wait ayes hog itt mig’ m- welt eit. el naiteeh 7 hat 
7a Aaa atone « tiippenke i 
au bo tiw ‘we oe hd wad ears whit ot CX ae * snesteaies ‘ed to env 

Bash cowwsed enoleases wit Stay ann wren oad 0 asebtal 
gize. ‘wz wo hanes nae LGU Balt eee a0 dee mk 
‘afte? gulvdy , sdule aa amie rath ane fusir ad epg. ante a 
eae ,ewerey os wis dow tip sexashen wonton ee mi sein teas anteter ; 
pik ot watinetds toate hal oi pate patios? wit, inca 
hae tl sip Sse wo Dinas socaiqnen nt mo vein mate a8 Mos 4 a 
; nanangar odd Gade aeht wie ok OLide- wtend ee Bt 
nates wh eloodne ano tuna ii nh asigaae oa 8 | 


ouphies Wo xoal hee aati st tneevey, at 


aii ny. 
nee co Ca 


nmuedee oe Sate 4 He 


¥ a 
os ? Fi 
wr dt ah 


aé Stes" 


ie : 


yy . ae i 


Reem ye 
Puan ce” eee Te | i 
1 rie aa. 


standing between the peoples of America and Japan. If Ameri- 
cans could read Japanese newspapers and magazines, according 
to his idea, they would immediately see that the Japanese are 
really a very lovable and praiseworthy people and would cease 
to persecute then. | 

' Another daughter bridles at the idea of parental control. 
Young girls of high school age, in her opinion, should be free 
as wind to go and come as they please. Parents should not 
feel undue worry when their flapper daughters find pleasure in 
the companionship of enlisted members of the United States Navy 
or Coast Guard. If she favours the blandishments of a Filipino 
cook or a Norwegian salmon fisherman, the parents should be 
glad to clear out of the pas our and leave a free field for 
these activities. 
| fhe older children I have not met and the younger ones are 
yet so immature that they exhibit Little of interest. 

fhe daughter with singing ambitions is very interested in 

the position of woman in Japan and questioned me extensively on 
this subject. She was also eager to question me on my ideas on 
inter-racial marriage, saying that she had thought of such a 
marriage and asking me to speak absolutely frankly on the sub- 
ject. When I attempted to put the discussion on a scientific 
basis by separating the various factors involved, such as race 


per ae, mentality, education, social background, relative sex- 
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uality, economic pressure, what is commonly called "success", 
etc. she evidently was not sufficiently of the scientific 
turn of mind to appreciate my points and imagined I was not 
being "frank" with her because I was not willing to state 
flatfootedly that I was far or against tnter-raglal marriage. 
This girl also exhibits the tendency, mentioned in some 
previous sketches, of pretending an ignorance of other mem- 
bers of the Japanese scanan ity ; Japanese words, customs and 
bus iness establishments, elthough no doubt it is only a pose. 
The extreme desire to be an American and be accepted as such 


by Americans leade them into this unhappy absurdity. 
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A few days ago the subject of this sketch rang my door- 
bell. Opening the door, 1 was surprised and pleased to see 
an attractive young Japanese woman of the real California- 
born, second generation type, quite tall, I should say about 
five feet five or six inches, tasteful tailored costume, knit 
beret, sports shoes, suntan powder liberally applied, liberal 
lip stick, no rouge, well formed nose, slightly diffident or 
reserved manner. . | , 

I discovered that she was born in California, educated | 
here and graduated from Aten school a few years agoe She had 
followed the regular course of falling to domestic service 
work in lack of. anything more suitable. She confided to me, 
however, that her work as uddervant was @ very happy time for 
her. Apparently she was treated with consideration and some 
affection by her American duvlay onan It also gave her an op- 
portunity to get an insight into real American life, a thing 
no doubt rather a mystery to many young Japanese people whose 
parents are of low social etatus and who thereby fail to gain 
much friendship from their Amer ioan school mates. She gained 
some understanding of the true relationship of the american 
husband and wife. The Japanent usually tend to greatly exag- 
gorated the supposed dominance of the American wife. She 
gained a knowledge of American cooking, etiquette, table ger- 
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vice, daily home comforts, and all the other attractions 
that give the Inglish language the word "home" while the Ja- 
panese content themselves with "house" for one's own home, 
or "yesidenee" for the home of another person. 

After some time spent in this work, her parents became 
worried over her failure to contract a marriage, for already 
she was slightly over the usual marriageable age for a Japan- 
ese girl. There seemed to ue no prospect of a husband in 
America as the girl was of whe eamanciyated, independent type 
whieh so signally fails to attract the young Japanese male, 
so the parents took the eiviuen a trip to their ancestral vil- 
lage in Japan. However the trip failed of its object; the 
girl apparently raised "particular heli" with the village cus- 
toms and guardians of the ancient morals. 

After the return, she was able to obtain employment with 
a Japanese paper. Just what her capacity was 1 was not able 
to ascertain, but judging from appearances and her remarks, it 
must have been rather menial; perhaps she addressed wrappers 
or was @ mailing clerk. Some labor difficulty in the plant 
resulted in a strike of the staff who walked out in a body. As 
the trouble was not settled after some time, the strikers took 
the way out of starting their own opposition paper which still 
continues in publication. Although ite finances are not en- 
tirely satisfactory, the cream of the staff of the other paper 
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compose the staff of this new one, and it compares very fa- 
vorably in reader's interest with its competitor. The young 
lady was reticent about her actual daily duties, but 1% is 
probable that she still continues her routine duties with 
perhaps a probetionary job as news-gatherer. 

Seemingly she feels the position of the second gencra- 
tion Jayanese very keenly and looks forward rather hopelessly 
to her future life which is doomed to frustration and discon- 
tent, whether she lives in America or in Japan. The only ray 
of light or hope would be a flight to a place like Paris where 


color lines are not drawn and color often lends enchantment. 
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‘Here is the story of JeHe, Japanese youth, who wanted to 
become a college professor but didn't. Sudden shifts of for- 
tune, bouncing him about with more than usual energy, made 4 
bull's eye every time he got in the way. 

I mot J. ina Japanese book store of which he is a junior 
partners He is a atraight-from-the-shoulder young man of 
about 29 years, born ona California farm and there raised and 
schooled as any American boys He had reached the age of ten 
when his parents, with a yearning for their native land, sold 
the small ranch and took him and a younger brother to Japan. - 
The family established itself in Tokio where the father bought 
an interest in a vegetable market The boys re-entered school 
and J. studied long and earnestly with the thought of becoming 
. professor of social and economic science. 

Nothing unusual in this until September 1923 when the 
fates let loose with all their fury in the Tokio earthquake. 
J., standing as a spectator at a ball game, saw numbers of his 
class mates destroyed when the grandstand collapsed. Choked 
with horror, he helped pull. sone of them from the wreckage and 
then made way through evokes streets and wild panic to his 
homee There his people, eenuass were huddled in the street 
beside a crumpled little farm which J. recognized as his bro- 
ther. With theiz house in flames, the three climbed a near by 
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hillside. J. carried his brother in his arms, and on the 
following day collected wood to build a pyre on which to 
cremate the body. He knelt in prayer while his father 
lighted the fire underneath. 

Today there is a rebuilt Tokio and the parents continde 
to live there ina modest way. But at the time J., then 19, 
saw only destruction about him. His school wrecked and 
Classes scattered, he remembered the sunny fields of San Joae- 
quin County and longed to return. Then his wheel of fortune 
spun, dropping him in the path of a Japanese visitor from 
Seattle who offered him a job in an art store of that city. 
J. obtained passage money tren his father and set out with the 
new made friend for Seattle. 

They arrived in ioart cs, and found that the friend's as- 
sociate in eharge of the Serrano had proven unreliable and 
departed, leaving the’ bubinees in bankruptsy. Disappointed 
but not discouraged, J+ took 9 stage for San Francisco and en- 
route there met a Japanese maiden. Romance burst forth like 
the cherry blossoms in Japan. Shortly after reaching San 
Francisco J.'s wheel of fortune whirled again, landing him in 
the book shap;where he has attained a partnership during the 
‘past five years: ‘Aa to the Japanese maiden you may meet her, 
for she is a olerk in her husband's stores Smilingly she 
told me they were married the day J. got his job. 
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Some of us live smoothly enough from one year to another 
and nothing much happens. Always we are a little ahead or a 
short ways behind any unusual event. But whenever fate spins 
a ball for J. it sinks on his number. 

I told J. I never had geen & Japanese rabbit's foot and 
congratulated him on getting the breaks. “Maybe this is the 
reasons," he replied, frie fron his pocket something which 
at first looked like a wad of gum. It was a2 small stone image 


of one of the seven Japanese deities of good .fortune. 
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Here is the story of J.H., Japanese youth, who wanted to 
become a college professor but didn't. Sudden shifts of for- 
tune, bouncing him about with more than usual energy, made & 
bull's eye every time he got in the way. 

I met J. in a Japanese book store of which he is a junior 
partner. He is a atraight-from-the-shoul.der young man of 
about 29 years, born on a California farm and there raised and 
eghooled eas any American soy He had reached the age of ten 
when his parents, with a yearning for their native land, sold 
the small ranch and took him end a younger brother to Japan. 
The family established itself in Tokio where the father bought 
an interest in a vegetable market. The boys re-entered sehool 
and J. studied long and earnestly with the thought of becoming 
a professor of social and economia science. 

Nothing unusual in this until September 1925 when the 
fates let loose with all their fury in the Tokio earthquike. 
J.«, standing as a spectator at a ball game, saw numbers of his 
 @lase mates destroyed when the grandstand collapsed. Choked 
with horror, he helped pull, some of them from the wreckage and 
then made way through broken streets and wild panic to his 
homee There his people, unhurt, were huddled in the street 
beside a crumpled little form which J» recognized as his bro- 
ther. With their house in flames, the three climbed a near by 
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hillside. J. garried his brother in his arms, and on the 
following day colleeted wood to build a pyre on which to 
cremate the body. He knelt in prayer while his father 
lighted the fire underneath. 

Today there is e rebuilt Tokio and the parents continve 
to live there in a modest Way « But at the time Je, then 19, 
saw only destruction about him. His sohool wrecked and 
Classes scattered, he remembered the sunny fields of San Joa- 
quin County and longed to return. Then his wheel of fortune 
spun, dropping him in the path of a Japanese visitor from 
Seattle who offered him a gob in an art estore of that city. 
J» obtained passage money ee his father and set out with the 
new made friend for Seattle. 

They arrived in imeries and found that the friend's asg- 
sociate in charge of the are anor had proven unreliable and 
departed, leaving the basiness in bankruptcy. Disappointed 
but not discouraged, Je took & Stage for San Francisco and en- 
route there met a Japanese hai dens Romance burst forth like 
the oherzvy blessoms in Japan. Shortly after reaching San 
Franciseo J's wheel of fortune whirled again, landing him in 
the book shop where he has attained @ partnership during the 
past five years. As to the Japanese maiden you may meet her, 
for she is a clerk in her husband's storee Smilingly she 
told me they were married the day J. got his job. 
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Some of us live anoothly enough from one year to another 
and nothing much happens. Always we are &@ little ahead or 4 
short ways behind any unusual event. But whenever fate spins 
a ball for J+ it sinks on his number. 

I told Je I never had geen a Japanese rabbit's foot and 
congratulated him on getting the breaks. “Maybe thie is the 
reasons," he replied, taking from his pocket something which 
at first looked like a wad of gum. It was a amall stone image 


of one of the seven Japanese Qéhties of good fortune, 
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In Honolulu some thirty years ago a Japanese baby girl 
was born. Her father Wa: employed as a garpenter at one of 
the island schoois and he and his wife were residing on the 
school grounds at the time when this, their first child, was 
born. The teachers at the school were, as might be expected, 
considerably interested in the advent of the baby, and as a 
token of their appreciation of this interest in their daughter, 
the parents delegated to them the privilege of naming here So 
after giving the matter due thought and consideration, the ; 
teachers named her Cecile Emma, « 

Several years after her birth, her parents, both of whom 
were natives of Japan, decided to move to the mainland, 80 
they came to California and took up their residence in Sonoma 
County » That was long before the passing of the alien land 
laws and the immigration acts discriminating agains s Oriental 
races, and there was no especially adverse fesling regarding 
Japanese settlers. For that matter, there has never been any 
marked 111 feeling toward the Japanese in that section of the 
state, nor is there at the present. 

There was @ considerable demand for Japanese laborers at 
that time. Large acreages were planted with hops, for it was 
in the days before Trohibition. The work of grubbing and 
training the hop vines was such that Americans had neither the 
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desire nor the inolination to do it themselves ~- hence their 
employment of Japanese. This, of course, was seasonal employ- 
ment, but the Japanese families menaged to get work in the 
tomatoes and fruit farme during the late summer and fall, and 
they asually spent the winter clearing brush land or chopping 
wood for their American neighbors. it was customary for a 
Japanese man to take a contract to grub and train a certein 
acreage of hops or to chop and cord a given amount of wood. 
He would then hire other of his countrymen to help him do the 
work, being sure to keep their wages low enough to realize 4 
profit for himself on the job. 

Cecile's father became one of these contractors, and not 
infrequently he would have as many && eight or ten Japanese 
men working under his supervision. His wife, ineidentally , 
was expected to put in a full day's work on the job in addi- 
tion to cooking for the hired men and her family. As a re- 
sult of this arduous program she had at least three still- 
born babies. Another died when two days old, and a fifth is 
mentally and physically defective, but these circumstances 
did not prevent her from continuing to_work just as hard as 
ever. | 

Cecile's father was jolly, industrious and frugal, but 
he had one besetting sin--he loved to gamble. On one ocGa- 


gion this weakness was almost his undoing. He and his men 
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had just completed a long arid tiresome job, and he had gone 
to town to get the payroll for all of them. He secured it, 
but instead of going directly home with 1% he stopped at a 
Japanese store where many of his friends were wont to resort, 
end was soon deoply involved in a gambling session. So fas- 
cinated did he become with the geme that when his own friends 
were exhausted, he Pockieasiy staked the payroll upon a change 
in his luck. 

As may be imagined, hie luek didn't change, and he had 
to go home empty handed to face his workers and pacify them as 
best he Goulds It was never completely clear juet how he ma- 
naged to do this, but apparently he was forced to do something 
in order to save his neck, for they were furious enough to have 
slain him then and there. He made some arrangement to pay them 
from his own future earnings. At any rate, the storm event- 
vally subsided, and they went their ways with mach disgruntled 
muttering and grumbling and many black looks at their erst- 
while boss. 

frue to the Oriental tradition which values one son: more 
then innumerable daughters, Cecile's father had a passionate 
desire for a man child. But the second child was another 
daughter who was duly named Yore. later a third daughter was 
born, but she did not survive beyond the second day of her 


life. 
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The burial of the deceased baby was carried out accord- 
ing to Oriental custom. <A box was made from rough redwood 
boards and served as a coffin in which the tiny body was oar- 
ried from the house up to a wooded hill. slope. There , beneath 
two tall fir trees the grave was dug. When all was in readi-+ 
ness the coffin was placed in the grave, dry kindling sticks 
were placed upon it, and the whole pyre was soaked with kero- 
sene and ignited. The man of the family and household etood 
round about until the cremation was completed. Then the graye 
was filled in and a blue and white china cup and saucer, which 
hed been a gift to the baby, were broken and the fragments 
scattered upen the grave. | 

Several years later the coveted and long ayer’ son was 
born. Heretofore, hr. Sees, Cecile's father, who claimed to 
possess a knowledge of Oriental medicine, had attended his 
wife during child birth, but upon this and other subsequent 
occasions the services of an American doctor were procured 
for her. Great rejoicing was manifested over the advent of 
the son, and when he was a few days o1d his father summoned 
his friends, Amerioan and Japanese alike, to a sort of Chris- 
tening feast in honor of the new heir. For fie purpose, he 
seoured the use of the huge old hop barn on the ranch where 
he lived, for his dwelling was far 400 small to accumulate 


all of his bidden guests. 
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The services of Jajanese cooks, caterers and musicians 
from Sau Francisco were secured for the oceasion, and the long 
tables, beautifully appdédinted, were laden with all manner of 
Ghoice Japanese dishes. The feasting continued during the 
afternoon and evening, while the musicians labored diligently 
upon their instruments for the entertainment of the guests. 
All who-accepted the hospitality of the family were permitted 
to pay their respects to the baby --looking for all the world 
like a plump, inscrutable little brown Buddha dae up in 
swaddling clothes-- and to his proud but weary mother. 

The baby was nemed Ei che - or at least that is the near- 
est phonetic English wos veawt that American grade school 
teachers were subsequently abie to work out for it (it was pro- 
nounced "6 Chee", the "a" given the same sound as in the wori 
"again"). At first he appeared to be a normal child, but as 
he grew older he had great difficulty with walking and with 
speech; and it was finally determined by medical examinations 
thet he was afflicted with some sort of spinal ailment. He 
atill survives but his mental age is that of a child of about 
eight years. However, he has mastered locomotion of a sort, 
and he manages to do a very creditable amount of manual labor 
despite his affliction. | 

Japanese was the language used exGlusively in the home 
and in the fields. The men pioked up enough English to serve 
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their purposes in American business transactions, and the 
Children with the exception of Biche, learned to speak, read 
and write it with a considerable degree of acouracy; but 
Mys. See. never quite acquired more than a few words. Her 
linguistic deficiencies were compensated for by much gigg- 
ling whenever she attempted conversation with her American 
neighbors; giggles served for the words she did not know. 
home, together with an Oriental drink which came in bamboo 
casks and was possessed of a fearfully memorable odor. Meals 
were consumed with the aid of chop sticks, wielded with great 
dexterity, and with many "sound effects". 

The bath house was an institution regularly patronized 
by all members of the household each evening. lt consisted of 
a flimsy wooden shack with dirt floor, located in the front 
yard and equipped with a small rie tal tub--small, at least from 
American standards of bathing comfort. This tub was filled 
with cold water carried in buckets from the nearest hydrant, 
and ae fire was then kindled under it. When the water was suf- 
ficiently heated, usually nearing the boiling point, the "vic- 
tim" entered and proceeded to bathe. 

It was - and 1s + completely beyond Occidental compre- 
hension to understand how a human being could sit or stand in 
a metal tub over a glowing bed of coals and still avold being 


i wa i ; 7 “iy i ae " 

Wn a i eth Yay iy m3) By 

Reels hs ask 

i i ) y Ca, AM Hay 
' Or ais 

LN Pa 


= ; ao 
A Peay 
ye ah hf 
Ty We: § ne 


Pa va Bh La, ; 
“tt ‘teen \rok@oosnakd ae 


1 are a | 
_ % * 
} 


oe ad) ae 4 itt Bik, - 


bagw hates Ot Ber rat Peg: aon 
waved oo % oomed ore $0 
wah, aha wot a Gane ero bor #oaa, ant 
stn fo tones v0 "yo D Sed¢anogqnon one storm an e200 
ane Sh nied rab hee na kt aanerece. Aboqeedia ‘te. no 
with Com Dib extn ehade ane 2 eee cilanie. j minal 
ee L phoviewce te Point! eorrinn oxww oboe? sanongaty 
vetaad ct emo dabde deed as Sad wets0 an i a upd ogot +0. 
aad «spb eka somen caeteant, a te Saiaoesog, Pane tt 3 
Light sai Seilet atin 90 “ his: out ind Damen : 7 
. "9 geet hewiea”” a tw hee, ue ab 

bowdero td og yal non anssupgdoat ae vein ‘wairget set sets 
ja th ote fsa we Med one 4 oe Yi arodaon Lia 


i 


taoxt of@ mi boven reo, Heth 44 te Aa ait aohoom yameer a a 
van 
” ee % 


— 


f 


BUGS Cowl ba yl hamemodies Laden Le taaial i ft bw. Degaispe bec 
cat saw dev 4 .ATe ‘ote. werkit tad to wb éa tae i 

‘ ‘ 4 bradase “* paid 

oeDyt trownen liad pect agemsnd nk boiaeae tee 

“ke 1a ‘tobam wnt emt, th eoteur doLinty: edt op we 

a ae A vein. auucned we F amnave wkivemae he ~ a 


a nigra ae 


ah baatia Ld tke biwoe sakes § 
pee 
tind to ta ‘tithes wry 


' af “ | ’ | | ; ; r , 
iy caw ne) ea el Phe bartonc ne 
aes | . wa tat a) ( ¥ 
Hany ; | y “ he c vt f 7 f- 5 Ve) hai me 


eee We . 
i : «ed 


eh 


parboiled or at least considerably scorched, but like the 
Israelites in the fiery furnace, the bathers always myster- 
iously came forth refreshed and unscathed. 

A traditional custom observed in:.the family which 
caused sonsiderable difficulty to teachers and other indi- 
viduals concerned for one reason or another with the ages 
of the children, was that of considering the day upon which 
a child entered the world as its first birthday and then 
one year from that time computing its age as two years. In 
other words, Japanese babies are one year of age upon the 
day of their birth, a fact which is necessarily confusing 
to those concerned with American vital statistics. 

Cecile and Yore were not especially gifted intelleot~ 
ually but they succeeded in completing grammar school with- 
out undue difficulty. Thereafter Cecile went to work ina 
| Japanese store and boarding house and financed a high sehoo], 
education for her sister. Eiche made little progress in 
school due to a lack of co-ordination, physieal and mental, 
resulting from his affliction. 

Cecile subsequently met and married a young American 
born Japanese man who apent his vacations at the boarding 
house in which she worked. He had a high school education 
and had also completed a year or two of college work. He was 


associated in business with his father who maintained a tai-~ 
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lor shop in Los Angeles, and it was there he took his bride 
to live. They have been married some ten years now but have 
had no children. | | 

-Yore has developed a falent as a seamstress and could 
probably make a very comfortable living thereby if she so de-+ 
Sired.e However, with a filial devotion that is both genuine 
and touching, she has chosen to remain with her parenta, shar- 
ing their long hours of labor in the hop fields in spring and 
summer, and in the fruit dryers in fall and winter, doing all 
she can to make hex mother's life easicr and more happye Al«# 
though she is a very attractive person, she has never married. 
Perhaps she fears that life would become for her the same 
dreary round of drudgery, weariness and pain that it has been 
for her mother. _ 

None of the family has ever gone to Japan since arriving 
in this country. There was no Japanese language school in 
the region in which they lived when the children were of 
school age, cna contrary to general custom the family seemed 
to have no desire to send them to Japan for their schooling, 
but were interested in having them acquire American customs 
and an Amerigan educations ‘The barrier of language and the 
lack of opportunity to mingle with Amerteans has rendered ad- 
justment difficult for the parents, but their sehool ehildren 


have been somewhat more successful in this regard. 
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In Honolulu some thirty years ago a Japanese baby girl 
was born. Her father wa: employed as a carpenter at one of 
the island schools and he and his wife were residing on the 
school grounds at the time when this, their first child, was 
born. The teachers at the school were, as might be expected, 
considerably interested in the advent of the bab), and as a 
token of their appreciation of this interest in their daughter, 
the parents delegated to them the privilege of naming here So 
after giving the matter due thought and consideration, the 
teachers named her Cecile mm. 

Several years after fae birth, her parents, both of whom 
were natives of Japan, decided to move to the mainland, so 
they came to California and took up their residence in Sonoma 
County. That was long before the passing of the alien land 
laws and the immigration Kbts discriminating agains t oriental 
races, and there was no especially adverse feeling regarding 
Japanese settlers. For that matter, there has never been any 
marked 111 feeling toward the Japanese in that section of the 
state, nor ia there at the present. . 

There was a considerable demand for Japanese laborers at 
that time. large acreages were planted with hops, for it was 
in the days before Prohibition. The work of grubbing ant 
training the hop vines was such that Americans had neither the 
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desire nor the inclination to do it themselves -- henee their 
employment of Japanese. This, of course, was seasonal employ- 
ment, but the Japanese families managed to get work in the 
tomatoes and fruit farms during the late summer and fall, and 
they usually spent the winter clearing brush land or chopping 
wood for their American vetehbore ¢ it was customary for a 
Japanese man to take a contract to grub and train a certein 
acreage of hops or to chop and cord a given amount of wood. 
He would then hire other of his countrymen to help him do the 
work, being sure to keep aiety wages low enough to realize a 
profit for himself on the gobs 

Cecile's father Deceaa die of these contractors, and not 
infrequently he would have as many as eight or ten Japanese 
men working under his supervision. His wife, in@identally, 
was expected to put in a full day's work on the job in addi- 
tion to cooking for the hired men and her family. As @ re- 
sult of this arduous program she had nt aunt three still- 
born babies. Another died when two days old, and a fifth ie 
mentally and physically defective, but these circumstances 
did not prevent her from continuing to work just as hard ag 
ever. | 

Cecile'a father was golly, industrious and frugal, but 
he had one besetting sine«he loved to gamble. On one ocda- 
sion this weakness wae almost his undoing. ‘He and his men 
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had just completed a long and tiresome job, and he had gone 
to town to get the payroll for all of them. He secured it, 
but instead of going directly home with it he stopped at a 
Japanese store where many of his friends were wont to resort, 
and was soon deeply involved in a gambling sessione ‘So fas- 
cinated did he become with the geme that when his own friends 
were exhausted, he recklessly staked the payroll upon 4 change 
in his luck. | 

As may be imagined, his luck didn't change, and he had 
to go home empty handed to face his workers and pacify them as 
best he could. It was never completely Glear just how he ma- 
naged to do this, but aparently he was forced to do some thing 
in order to save his neck, for they were furious enough to have 
slain him then and there. He made some arrangement to pay them 
from his own future earnings. At any rate, the storm event- 
wally subsided, and they went their ways with much disgruntled 
muttering and grumbling and many black looks “A their erste 
while dosE « | 

True to the Oriental tradition which values one son more 
than innumerable daughters, Cecile's father had a passionate 
desire for a man child. But the second child was another 
daughter who was duly named Yore. Later a third daughter vas 
born, but she did not survive beyond the second day of her 
life. 
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The burial of the deceased baby was carried ont accord- 
ing to Oriental custom. A box was made from rough redwood 
boards and served as a coffin in which the tiny body was oar- 
ried from the house. up to a wooded hill Gienet There, beneath 
two tall fir trees the grave was dug.» When all was in readi-« 
ness the coffin was placed an the grave, dry kindling sticks 
were placed upon it, and the whole pyre was soaked with kero- 
sene and ignited. The man of the family and household stood 
round about until the cremation was sompleted. Then the grave 
was filled in and a blue and white china cup and saucer, which 
had been a gift to the baby, were broken and the fragmente 
scattered upon the grave. : 

Several years later the coveted and long desired son was 
born. Heretofore, lr. Sees, Cecile's father, who claimed to 
possess a knowledge of Oriental medicine, had attended his 
wife during child birth, but upon this and other eubsequent 
ocgasions the services of an American doctor were procured 
for her. Great rejoicing was manifested over the advent of 
the son, and when he was a few days old his father summoned 
his friends, American and Japanese alike, to a sort of Chris- 
tening feast in honor of the new heir. For this purposes, he 
secured the use of the huge old hop barn on the panch where 
he lived, for his dwelling was far tog small to accumulate 
all of his bidden guests. 
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The services of Japanese cooks, caterers and musicians 
from San Francisco were ne wor ok for the ocgagion, and the long 
tables, beautifully appointed, were laden with ell manier of 
Ghoice Japanese dishes. The feasting continued during the 
afternoon and evening, While the musicians labored diligently 
upon their instruments for the entertainment of the ZUuests e 
All who-accepted the hospitality of the family were permitted 
to pay their respects to the baby eelooking for all the world 
like a piump, inscrutable little brown Buddha dae up in 
swaddling clothes-- and to hie proud but weary «other. 

The baby was named Eiche - or at least that is the near- 
est ghonetic English aanivelent that American grade school 
teachers were subsequently able to work out for it (it was pro- 
nounced "a Chee", the "a" given the same sound as in the wort 
“again"). At first he appeared to be a normal child, but as 
he grew older he had great difficulty with walking and with 
‘Speech; and it was finally determined by medical examinations 
that he was afflicted with some sort of spinal ailment. He 
still survives but his mental age is that of a child of about 
eight years. lowever, he has mastered locomotion of a sort, 
and he manages to do a very creditable amount of manual labor 
despite his affliction. i 

Japanese was the language used exclusively in the home 
and in the fields. fhe men picked up enough English to serve 
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their purposes in American business transactions, and the 
Children with the exception of Biche, learned to speak, read 
and write it with a considerable degree of accuracy; but 
MrSe Sees never quite acquired more than a few words. ler 
linguistic deficiencies were compensated for by much glgg- 
ling whenever she attempted Gonversation with her American 
neighbors; giggles served for the words she did not know. 

Japanese foods were served almost exclusively in the 
home, together with an Oriental drink which came in bamboo 
@Caske and was possessed of « fearfully memorable odors Meals 
were consumed with the ald of chop sticks, wielded with great 
dexterity, and with many "sound effects". 

The bath house was an institution regularly patronized 
by ali members of the household each evening. it consisted of 
& flimsy wooden shack with dirt floor, located in the front 
yard and equipped with a small metal tub--smail, at least from 
American standards of bathing comfort. This tub was filled 
with gold water carried in buckets from the nearest hydrant, 
and a fire was then kindled under it. When the water was suf- 
ficientiy heated, usually ae the boiling point, the "vic- 
tim" entered and proceeded to bathe. 

‘It was ~ and 1g = completely beyond Occidental sompre- 
hension to understand how a human being could eit or stand in 
@ metal tub over a glowing bed of coals and still avoia being 
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parboiled or at least considerably scorched, but like the 
Israelites in the fiery furnace, the bathers always myster- 
iously came forth refreshed and unscathed. | 

A traditional custom observed in the family which 
caused considerable difficulty to teachers and other indi- 
viduals concerned for one reason or another with the ages 
of the children, was that of considering the day upon which 
a child entered the world as its first birthday and then 
one year from that time computing its age as,two years. In 
other words, Japanese babies are one year of age upon the 
day of their birth, a fact which is necessarily confusing 
to those concerned with American vital statistics. 

Cecile and Yore were not especially gifted intellect- 
ually but they succeeded in completing grammar school with- 
out undue difficulty. Thereafter Cecile went to work ina 
Japanese store and boarding house and financed a high school 
education for her sister. Ei che made little progress in 
school due to a latk of oo-ordination, physical and mental, 
resulting from his affitetion. 

Ceoile mabsequently met and mrried a young American 
born Japanese man ‘who spent his vacations at the boarding 
house in which she worked. He had a high school education 
and had also completed a year or two of college work. He was 
associated in business with his father who maintained a tai- 
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lor shop in Los Angeles, and it was there he took his bride 
to live. They have been married some ten years now but have 
had no children. 

Yore has developed a talent as a seamstress and could 
probably make a very comfortable living thereby if she so de~ 
sirede However, with a filial devotion that is both genuine 
and touching, she has chosen to remain with her parents, shar« 
ing their long hours of 1a ber in the hop fielde in spring and 
summex, and in the fruit dryers in fall and winter, doing all 
she can to make her mother's life easicr and more happy. Ale 
though she is a very attractive person, she has never married. 
Perhaps she fears that life would become for her the same 
dreary round of drudgery, aeayiuien and pain that it has been 
for her mother. | | 

None of the family has ever gone to Japan since arriving 
in this country. There was no Japanese language school in 
the region in which they lived when the children were of 
school age, and contrary te general eustom the family seemed 
to have no desire to send then to Japan for their schooling, 
but were interested in having them acquire American customs 
and an American education. The barrier of language and the 
lack of opportunity to mingle with Americans has rendered ad- 
dustment difficult for the parents, but their sehool children 
have been somewhat more successful in this regard. 
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He seems to be a good example of the fully Americanized 
second generation Japanese. His nglish was extremely collo- 
quial and typical of the average American high-school boy. 
His Japanese , which I overheard him speak with Japanese pa- 
trons and also in answer to my questions when I addressed him 
in Japanese seemed decidedly rudimentary. For example, he 
was even forged to ask an elderly Japanese patron the Japanese 
word for "sake cup", which one would expect to be most fami- 
liar to a waiter in a Japanese restaurant. His knowledge of 
Japanese geography was also very sketchy, and both he and his 
sister were unable to tell from what part of Japan their pa- 
rents came although they knew the name of the town. They were 
even unable to say on which island of the Japanese group it 
was located. This is quite typical of many of the American- 
born Japanese, an utter inability to explain lucidly the geo- 
graphical position of their parents’ birth-place. 

This young man graduated from high school but is pre-+ 
vented from attending the university by lack of funds. The 
restaurant is just breaking even, agcording to his account. 

He is working in his spare time in a fruit and vegetable mar- 
ket, where he says he can male about $3.00 per day. He hag 
just returned from a celery ranch in the Delta region where he 


was making about $2.00 a day. He states that the Japanese 
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workers at this place make from $1.50 to $2.50 per day, and 
a charge of fifty cents a day is deducted from this by their 
employer for board and bunk in the barrack ocoupied by the 
laborers. He gave.quite a detailed account of the planting, 
transplanting, raising and harvesting of the oelery. He al- 
so described the financial set-up of the leases, marketing, 
relations between Japanese workers; Japanese bosses, Japanese 
lessees and American Jandowners. 
| When the conversation veered onto the subject of higher 
education for the second generation Japanese, and the subse® 
quent inability to find suitable employment, he laughed and 
eaid, "Aw, all they go to the university for is to show off. 
After they go to the caiveeetty they don't want to talk to 
the reat of us, they think they are too high class for us» 
Their parents like to brag that 'my son (or daughter) has 
gone to the university'. Why , I was working out in East Oak- 
land in a nursery, and hepewnp an engineering graduate work- 
ing out there with me. They don't care what they study at 
U.C. They don't care whether they learn anything or not. All 
| they want is just to act cial and think they are better than 
the rest of us." ) 
Getting onto the subject of American-raised Japanese re- 

turning to Japan to seek employment, he pointed out a young 


Japanese man who was at the moment eating his lunch in the 
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restaurant and remarked that the brother of this young man 
had graduated from the University of California, had gone to 
-Jayan, and was now working in Yokohama as a baggage inspector 
in the Japanese Imperial Customs there. His knowledge of 
English and American ways hed made him veluable in this posi- 
tion, one in which Oocidentel trevellers are apt to store up 
permanent erudges ageinst the Japanese from their unpleasant 
experiences with Japanese customs inspectors who cannot under- 
stend well either the language nor temperement of the "hairy 
barbarians" whose B.» Ve D.'s are being pawed over or whose 
"Tuocky Strikes" are being confiscated. 

_ While on the bus from Alameda to Oakland I had noticed 
a rather handsome young a apanepe who alighted from the bus 
near the Oakland Japanese quarter. Later while on my way to 
this restaurant I had spotted this same young man standing on 
the curb in front of a barber college and wearing the white 
barber's apron. I asked the young restaurant man whether he 
knew this young man, and when he said he aid, 1 said it seemed 
strange to me for a Japarene to be attending an American bar- 
ber college. Why did he not learn the trade in a Japanese bar- 
ber shop? He replied that the state law required attendance at 
“an Amerigan barber college to obtain a licence to engage in this 
trade. He added, amusedly, with a twinkle in his eye, that he 


had heard that on occasions when the barber college bogs was 
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out, this young student was wont to give free hair-outs to 
friends who dropped in. Just what phase of Americanization 


or adjustment to the occidental saene this represents I oan- 


not say. 
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This young lady presents & good example of second genera- 
tion Japanese, with, however, some variations from the usval 
California types I should judge offhand that she te somewhat 
under the California second generation average of height, more 
typkeal of stature commonly Seen in Japan proper» Her manner 
is more subdued, lesa of the tla pper erudity prevalent among 
the young California-born Japanese: girls. With this, however, 


00s an extremely genial disposition wth a tendency to giggl- 


ing. This shy laughter is the usual thing engountered in Ja- 
pan, bot here in California 8 more boisterous demeanor pre- 
vails. ) 

Her accent in spesking: English Garries a certain foreign- 
sounding air which I was somewhat: ‘pazzled to place, at first 
thinking it British, then somewhat like the brand of English 
spoken by the young California Chinese. When I mentioned the 
matter to this girl, she told me that in Hawaii no one ever 
mentioned her ascent, but here in California it was commonly 


@ommented upon by her Japanese fviendes 14 may arise from 


the fact that in Hawaii she was accustomed to associate free 


dy with young people of many races: Chinese, Korean, Portue — 


guese, Porto Rican, Kanaka and others, and no doubt BAGOnY : 
soiously assimilated the vard ous WieEnglish tones and ing} 
tions to be noticed among. these polyglot youngsters in He 
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getting of brides from Japan in Hawaii, that the parents ar- 
ranged marriages locally for their children and the children 
usually abided by the decision. Whether this is due toa aif- 
ference in the male attitude in Hawaii, or a more lovable dis- 
position in the girls, or more pressure from the traditional 
customs is a question. , 

It is noticeable that iu Hawaii the Japanese adhere more 
Closely to Japanese gastoms, dress, general demeanor, type of 
dwelling and. interior decoration then they do in California. 
In the Japanese neighborhoods and plantations in Hawaii, the 
women commonly flap around the streets in kimono and sandals 
with hair dressed in Japanese style, a thing almost unseen in 
California except at times in the Delta region. 

The lack of knowledge of things Japanese was amusingly 
demonstrated by this girl in her stating that she wae a fol-~ 
Lower of Shinto. When I countered with the remark that 1% 
waa unusual for a Japanese to say they were simply Shinto, 
that they usually followed both religions without feeling of 
distinetion, one as & moral syaten, the other as merely & 
seat. of Buddhism. At this statement an older Japanese woman 
who was standing nearby laughed and told the girl that Shinto 
and Buddhism were entirely different. "Well," gaid the girl, 
"That's funny. I've been telling people all my life that 
Shinto was just a part of Buddhiem." Although this girl at~ 
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Here in California the Japanese children stick more or less 
closely to themselves except in the school-yard, and here 
the brand of English, even of children of immigrants from 
other countries, varies leas from the American norm than does 
that in Hawaii. ; . 
This girl was very emphatic in describing the utter free- 
dom from racial prejudice of the young people of all races in 
Hawaii. She confirmed the fact that there is an ever inoreas- 
ing intermarriage between young people of the Japanese race 
with children of other raoiel stocks found in Hawaii. Former-— 
iy although moat of the other races intermarried freely, the 
gapanese were more ox Leas excepted from this procedure» In 
this connection, this girl stated that there was still more 
family control of marriages of Japanese children in Hawaii 
than in California. The Japanese young people here are more 
prone to dispute the authority of the parents than in Hawaii. 
Here the children treat the parents with true Amerigan con~ 
tempt, while in Hawaii they adhere still to the Japanese ideal 
of respect to parents. On the other hand, she said that there 
was less tendengy on the part of the Japanese young men in Ha- 
waii to look askance at the second generation Japanese girl 
when seeking a brides In Californie there exists a dislike 
for the emancipated type of girl and a desire to secure a do- 
agile bride from Japan, This young lady said there was little 
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tended Japanese school every day from three %111 five in 
the evening after the American public school session, she 
has a very sketchy knowledge of the Japanese characters as 


I found by testing her with some printed on a bill-fold. 


She also gave a translation of her own name which I have 
been unable to check in my dictionary . 

Although the parents come from one of the districts in 
Japan haying a true dialect, she seemed unaware of the fact, 
and it required the assistance of the by-standing older Ja- 
panese woman before mentioned, to establish the fact that 
this district really spoke this dialect. I said to the girl 
"What were you doing when on went to Japanese school every 
day that you know so Little about your own people and country. 
Were you just playing around?" She grinned and said "Yes". 
She said that after going to American school all day the Ja-. 
penese children were too tived and moreover not much in the 
mood for entering into a different life and civilization. 

They feel toc much that they are just as much American as eny- 
body else and they resent a training that emphasizes in their 
minds that they are not as other Americans « 

I brought up the question of the relations between the 
Koreans and Japanese in Hawaii. Although she had previously 
stated that there was practically no racial fecling between 
the Chinese and Japanese in Hawaii, yet in answer +o this ques- 
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tion she said that there wes "pegentment" by the older Ko- 
reans against the Japanese. _ However, this did not extend to 
the younger people who associated freely together,» She mene 
tioned to me and told me tales of various Koreans she had as 
friends in Hawaii. One of these even went so far as to go to 
Tokyo to Waseda University for schooling. I raised the point 
that most of the older Koreans in Hawaii emigrated from Korea 
and @ame to Hawaii prior to. the Japanese o¢cupation of Korea 
and that I should imagine this fact would tend to make their 
degree of anti-Japanese bitterness less than that of Koreans 
who had passed through the Japanese "treat—'emer ough" policy 
of colonization. But here only come-baok was to repeat that 
there was great "resentment" by these elder Koreans against 


the Japanese « 
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More than ten years ago, & Japanese family in the tow 
of Suisun, California moved out of the state after losing a 
tremendous amount of money in farming and went to Ithaca, 

New York, to try their Luck « The Ge family consisted of Mr. 
and Urs G. and their daughter K., and gon, I. 

They failed again in their farming adventure there, but 
today little K. has grown up and has become one of the distin- 
guished poets in New York's literary cireles. And her pio- 
neer father, well educated in Japan, has forsaken agriculture 
and is now a writer and translator. 

The many friends of K. in the Bay Region consider her 
rise in literary ciroles not surprising. On the contrary, the 
event was anticipated. Ke wa an extremely artistic girl, 
good in painting, piano and everything. Ke married, now is 
Mrs. Bef. in private life. She published a volume of verse, 
"®o One Who Mourns at the Death of the pmperor" which has at- 
tracted the attention of New York oritics. 

K. attanded the Universi ty of California from 1922 to 
1924. Ethel Bogardus, writing in the San Francisco News re- 
cently, said: “Another U. c. girl has made good in the big 
city..." Miss Bogardus aanvinaed: "The pair, (KG. and B.T., 
a well known artist), met at Cornell University where the Ja- 


panese girl was majoring in English literature." 
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"K. was born in Hawaii and lived for six years of her 
life in Japan. Her first+ interest in writing came from 
translation of old Japanese fairy tales." 

T.'s father is now president of the Meiji Gakuen (school) 
in Tokyo. He majored in philosophy, but now paints for a 
living. But above their devotion to their arts is their 
pride in their 22 montha old Gaughter. The £.86 are a the- 
roughly Americanized family and live happily in Columbia 
Heights--the Greenwich Village of Brooklyn. In addition to 
her writing, Mre. T. is an assistant supervisor in a Brook- 
lyn home relief station, wihed she began es an investigator 
only a year ago. 

Both Mr. and Mre. fT. look forward to visiting Jepan, 
but for the sake of their daughter they plan to make their 


permanent home in this country. 
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More than ten years ago, a Japanese family in the tow 
of Suisun, California moved on of the state after losing 4 
tremendous amount of money in farming and went to lthaca, 

New York, to try their luck. The G. family consisted of Ir. 
and Mrge Ge and their daughter K., and son, 1. 

They failed again in their farming adventure there, but 
today little K. has grown up and has become one of the aistin- 
guished poets in New York's literary circles. And her pio- 
neer father, well educated in Jayan, has forsaken agriculture 
and is now a writer and translator. 

The many friends of K. in the Bay Region consider her 
rise in literary oiroles not surprising. On the contrary, the 
event was anticipated. Ke ane an extremely artistic girl, 
good in painting, piano Deadawary snine Ke married, now is 
Hrs. Bel. in private life. she published a volume of verse, 
"Po One Who Mourns at the Death of the Mnperor” which has at- 
tracted the attention of Kew York oritics. 

Ke attended the Universi ty of California from 1922 to 
1924. Sthel Bogardus, percine in the San Francisco News re- 
cently, said; “Another UsCs girl has made good in the big 
city..." Miss Bogardue continued: "The pair, (K.G. and Bote,» 
a well known artist), met at Cornell University where the Ja- 
panese girl was majoring in English literature." 
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"Ke was born in Hawaii awe dived far six years of her 
life in Japan. Her first iavavent in writing came from 
translation of old Japanese fairy tales." 

T.'s father is now president of the Meiji Gakuen (school) 
in Tokyo. He majored in philosophy, bat now paints for a 
living. But above their devotion to their arte ia their 
pride in their 22 months old Gaughter. The 2.6. are a thd- 
roughly Americanized family ane live happily in Columbia 
Heightsae--the Greenwich Village of Brooklyn. In addition to. 
her writing, Kirs.e T. ies an assistant supervisor ina Brook- 
lyn home relier station, ere she began as an investigator 
only a year agos 

Both Mr. and Mre. T. look forward to visiting Japan, 
but for the sake of their daughter they plan to make their 
permanent home in this country. 
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I am an American and was born in Kobe, Japan. Ky 
parents were migsionaries and fether taught im one of the 
mission schools there. 

Ky objeot in writing this autobiography of myself is 
to give you the experiences and kind of life i lived in 
JADEN. 

Wy first year was mostly epent on our servants’ backs; 
for all small children were strapped to their backs so their 
hands were free to work with, that is the servants’ hands. 
In fact in Japan all nothers tied their bables on their backs 
and although an American I a no exception. 

The result was that being so much with my nurse, I soon 
learned Japanese; in fact, I think 1 learned to speak in Ja- 
panese first. 

All foreigners had servants such as cooks, maids and 
nurses for servants were ee eheap to hire. 

Now, the school I attended was located about two and a 
half miles out in the country from the city of fobe. There 
were no other American children, except my brother, on the 
camyus, so when I was old enough, I naturally pleyed with 
dapanese boys; and I know you would like te know just what 
kind of games anf what pranks we played. 

One game which was very fascinating to us was a game of 
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tops, called Bai, which in Japanese means shell. our first 
tops were made of shell with colored wax put on in pretty 
designs. The more expensive ones were made of copper molded 
in the shape of a shell. 

First, you had to have a box, and over the top you put 
a very fine weave of matting wet so it could be pressed in 
and sloped to the middle. ‘Then the two contestants would 
Spin their tops on the matting and when the tops came together 
they would bounce back away from each other. ‘The top that 
was bounceé off the box lost and the winner took the losing 
t0pe 

I was very good at this game and won over two hundred 
and sixty tops of all kinfs. I used to take the wax out and 
pat lead in and then place the wax baek; this made my top 
heavier and 1 elways WON « . 

We used also to play marbles, but not as they do here. 
You threw the marble and then the other fellow would try to 
hit it of some close enough to span the distance with his 
hand; if he could, he won the marble. 

One of the favorite GENGs of the boya was to pley war. 
This was done by taking bamboo sticks and making them look 
like swords. Then if you got hit on the head, you were sup- 
posed to be killed. Onge I had one run into my lip in the 
excitement, for the war game became too reakiatic. 
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Iu Japan they have a bird called "meguro" or the bonin 
white eyed warbler. {hese birds are wonderful singers and 
I have seen some valued at a thousand dollars. 

It was great sport to catch them, and this is how we 
Gid it. ie took bird lime and spread it on sticks about two 
feet long and then yut & meguro in a cage as @ decoy and went 
into the mountains. We hung the cage in a tree, andi then 
stuck out the aticks of bird lime out from the cage; then 
hid end waited for the aeooy to call other birds to his cage. 
The birds would come and light in the tree and then jump 
€om onto the sticks with bird lime on them. As scon as they 
aid Shie, their feet would become fast to the bird lime and 
they would hang head down, caught by their feet. ‘Then we 
would rush out and take them off and put them in a cage 
covereé ali over with (to make it dark) and would leave then 
in there for two or three aays until they became tamed. Then 
we put them into an open cage where they remined and sang. 
Sometimes after catching all the birde we needed we 
would look for monkeys, for the hills were full of these red 
faeed monkeys, but we could never catch them. We had great 
fun throwing rocks at them, however. i1 have seen these mon- 
keya get mad at us and throw twigs and anything they could 
get their hands on at us. 

Boya over the world are pretty much alike, and do mis- 
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chievous things, but in Fated we play differently from the 
way you do Yere in America. ; fhe games were different; so 
were our companionse It is amazing how Japan has progressed 
in the past thirty-six years. Thirty-six years ago an Ameri- 
ean was ea curiosity and no matter where he went he was sure 
to have a large audience to follow and gee what he did. 

I can remember one case where two American missionaries 
selled down the inland sea on & small steamer. it was very 
rough and these missionaries came up on deck for some air. 

It happened that one of the missionaries had red hair and he 
was quite a quriosity. All the Japenese passengers crowed 
around to watch him. How this red headed missionary had 
eaten sone strawberries before sailing and the rough voyage 
caused him to get seasick. when he became seasick the Japan- 
ese all said, "My these foreigners are strange people; they 
are red both inside and out.” Todey unlese you go into the 
interior, you are not a curiosity. 
| The school where I lived had a high fence around the 
place and a road along side of it led to the hille. On the 
other side was thick brush which was impossible to penetrate. 
The small boys from the village would go to the hills to play 
and they had to pass over thie road. ‘when they did we would 
have ereat fun by lying in wait for their return. I would 
hide above the road and my brother and some Japanese boys 
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would hide down the road a way, and when the village boys 
would come laughing and playing on their way home and they 
would pass me, I would jump out and yell and my brother and 
hig companions would jump out and block them from going bye 
You never saw so much wailing end soreaming thet went on. 
We never harmed them but just the sight of white boys was 
enough to scare them most to death. Usually when they got 
home they would tell their parents what the white devils 
had done and my father had a delagation of village fathers 
call on him and ask if he could not keep his sons fron 
frightening their sons to death. This meant we would get a 
good taming. I merely mention this story to show how strange 
white boye were in those days to the Japenese. 

Other games were to fly kites, sail boats and go swin- 
ming « There were many ponds and the ocean was only a mile 
away, So during the summer "se were in the water most of the 
time. 

In Japan there are there are tree frogs which change 
color to semble the background, and we used to catch them 
and put them in the bath tub to swim. Now, Japanese bath 
tubs were different from ours in that they are mée of wood, 
end when we would leave. the frose in the tub and go cut to 
play they would crawl up the sides and go all over the bagh 
roon. 
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When I was a boy there were no schools for American 
boys, #0 I had to afudy at home and elso have tuters. The 
Japanese boys all went to achool nearby. 

My feather and mother used to have twelve to fifteen of 
the college boys up to dimmer onee in a while, and it was 
ereat fun to watoh them try end use the knives and forks. 

It was just as different for them as it is for us to use chop 
sticks. They would wait until we started to eat and then try 
to do as we did. | 

Another thing thet is vastly different in Japan today 
is singing and musice Hy mother used to teach the boys to 
sing and play and toe hear them sing you would think there was 
no hope, but now they have some very fine opera singers in 
Japane 

In Japan there are many way-side shrines and temples. 
In the shrines around Kobe there were mainly tuo idela of 
foxes, for foxes and badgers were sacred. Japanese people 
thought that these two animale could change themselves into 
human beings or else change psople into foxes, for the hills 
near us were overrun with foxes. 

there were also many wild doge that lived in the hills. 
These dogs had their young in holes which the foxes had aban- 
doned. These wild doga used to come down te cur house at 
night and our dog used to fight with then. 
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fhe eountry all around our school was made up of small 
farms that reached to the hills. Hone of the farme were 
large, they were more like our truck farms here in Califor- 
niae The odor around these farms was terrible, for each one 
had a large pit filled with human manure and they used to 
fertilize the fields with it. They mostly reiaed strawberries 
and a kind of a Japanese radish, larger than a turnip, called 
"€eaikon" which they used to pickle in brine and the odor was 
very obnoxious.e Some wheat was raised and old time methods 
were used to separate the grain, that is by flaying. They 
also had mills neuer Minded ane Wak ae them were operated by 
water wheels. 

fhere is a great deal of poverty in Japan and you cannot 
help noticing it around you. ‘here are many beggars, and if 
you go out into the country you always have a large following 
asking for alms. 

Ho one earned mach money at work and thowe who could 
find work barely existed. tages were very low and the scoun- 
try go small, with guch a ieses population, that poverty pre- 
vailed. | | 

How today, Japan is in much better shape for there are 
many factories to employ ths people; but thirty or forty years 
ago the people had quite a struggle for existence. \When you 
consider the short poric& of years that Japan has been open to 
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the world, the strides che haw made to compete with the 
world are remarkable. 

When I was a boy, rice and fish was the main diet of 
the people, although gradually meat beoame popular in Japan. 
Most Japanese food has to be simple and inexpensive, for 
there are so many people earning just enough to live on. 

fhe Japanese houses ove not very warm in the winter for 
/ @ach room is divided off with sliding with thin paper pasted 
over them. They do not have floors, but straw mate about 
three inches thick and you have to take off your shoes when 
you enter a Jamanese house. 

in Japan they have night watchmen who go around every 
hour and as they walk around they clap two blocks of wood to- 
gether at regular intervals whieh makes a ringing noise. 

This is a great method for the thieves, for they can hear 

the night watohman coming and hide. i often thought the watech- 
man announced his coming so that he would not meet with the 
thief. | 

How, ag a boy we bed mang geod times, for there were so 
many festivals, such doll py New Year's and kite days, a 
boyss day and a fish day, when huge paper fish were hung on 
poles and were filled out with the wind. Hew Year's is the 
ereat event of the year, and everybody goes ealling on every- 
one ¢lee. There are five days of celebration: men's ealling 
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day, ladies' calling day and servants’ calling day, ete. At 
this tine rice cakes are Ree and each neighborhood would 
make the rice cakes. 

fhe way rice onkes are mide is very interesting. Firet, 
the rice ia boiled and then put in a large stone bowl; then 
one or two men with large wooden mallets, like sledges, atart 
to pound the cooked rice. One man turns the rice and with a 
gong the pounding contimues « fhe mare the ries is pounded, — 
the more like Qough:it becomes . When finished, it is rolied 
in thin slabs and is rea&y to be eaten. 

Although New Year's is a happy tise there is some sad- 
ness to it for the Japaneses belisve that all debts should be 
paid up on New Year's and shone whe cannot meet their debta 
often commit suicide. | 

On more than one occasion I have gotten up on Hew Year's 
Gay and looked out and seen men hanging from trees. These 
who hang themselves put on their best clothes and then hang 
themaclves. Others resort to jumping under trains. There is 
hardly any ae in the world where there are more suicides. 

In Japan children are vary desirable, but boys are wanted 
more than girls. Girls are sold into prostitution when they 
aro old enough and there are many cases of girle being kid- 
mapped to be sold. The government, however, hus become very — 
Giligent in the prosecution of such onges, sc that today there 
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ig very little kidnapping of girls. 

Most houses of immoral purposes are ran by the govern- 
ment, and are in districts by themselves. The Yoshiwara 
in Tokyo ig a small city in itself and has about ten thou- 
San prostitutes. All the houses are inclosed by a fence 
and there is one gate to enter this city of evil. 

The houses are all open and have. wooden bars in front, 
and the girls sit in a row for the men to look at. If any 
of the men see any girl he likes he goes in and tells the 
jandlord which girl he wants. In recent years these girls 
do not sit in view, but the prospective cugtomer goes in 
and chooses his girl from a photograph. 

Most of the girls are sold into these institutions and 
must work until they have made enough to pay back what they 
were sold for; but they seldom get out for they are charged 
for their clothes and different items so that they are un- 
able to pay it back. About the only way they do get out is 
to be bought out by some man who wants a wife. It seems 
strange, but prostitutes ave desirable wives and nothing is 
thought about having one for a wife. 

During the Russo-Japanese War, many Russians (soldiers) 
were captured and were taken to a temple and quartered there. 
I will always remember them for there were some cogsacks and 
they were remarkable riders. Until the Russe-Japanesze War, 
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the Japanese Army horses were very small, but they captured 
many Russian horses which were mach larger so teday the 
Japanese cavalry ie made up of large horses « 

How to go back to my earlier years. We lived two and 
a half miles from the city and my brother and myself had to 
go to the city for violin lessons e fhe mode of travel was 
by jimricksha. These men could run all day long pulling the 
jinricksha, but the strange thing is that they cannot run 
very far without the jinricksha. The reason is that with a 
load the balance holds them slightly in the air ena they can 
run with ease, but without the jinrisksha it is an effort 
for them to run. | 

fhese men do not live very long, only from fifteen to 
twenty years. The strain is 400 great and they develop tu- 
berculosis or heart trouble. They must be out rain or shine 
end on wet days their feet ave wet all day long. During dry” 
days their foot gear is heavy cloth socks with leather soles. 
Their seeks differ from ours in having a place for the big 
toe. On wet days they wear straw sandals. These gre tied on 
ani the slit in the sock allows the front of the senal to 
@lip in between the big toe and the cther toes, thus being 
held in place. These men develop wonderful leg muscles; in 
fact, you very seldom see a Japanese who has not good leg 
develoyment. The reason for this ie that they walk a great 
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deal. 

All of these jinricksha men have the names of the com- 
pany they work for on their coolie conts. Those who work for 
private families have the family crest on their coats. Those 
who work for themselves have just a plain oecat. 

In regard to crests, every Japanese has a family crest 
and on their best clothes these crests are displayed and are 
worn only on special occasions. Those of the better class 
wear them daily. 

Since the automobile has come to Japan there are not so 
many jinrickshas which is just as well, for these poor fellows 
lived lives no better than that of a horse. 

We used to go dom to the bay which was about a mile from 
our house and watch the fishermen. fwo sampans, or boats, 
would row out into the bay ana drop the net and then return. 
About twenty men would ater’ hauling the net in. There were 
two ropes and about ten men would yall on each rope. As they 
polled they would sing different fishing songs. At last the 
@one shaped net would appear and they would iand their cateh. 
Most of the fish were sold right on the spot, but what was 
left would be taken to the market. 

_ ‘They have fine: schools in Japan and most of the schools 
require their pupils to wear either black or dark blue uni- 
forms with military capa to matth. 1t is not difficult to 
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tell dust what school each boy is from, for the name of his 
ge@hool is on hie cap in brass characters. ‘These boys also 
go through a military training in school. 
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‘A week or so ago on getting on a bus I scanned the 
“passengers before taking my seat, as ie my usual custom, 
with the ides of sitting beside any Oriental passengers, 
should the adjoining seat be vacant, i have found this @ 
good way to establish eontacts without the necessity of 
"hus ting in" on prospects at their homes, a procedure that 
invariably frightens them and closes the flow of informa- 
tion, After the contact is made and confidence established, | 
i% can be followed up with a call at the home. 

On this occasion I noted @ young man whom 1 could sat 
at once identify as to whether he was Japanese or Chinese. I 
took the vacant seat beside him and gave him as close a soru- 
tiny as was possible without decoming eonepicuouss I was 
puzzied by his type: his bedy was stosky and of the Japanese 
peasant type. On the other hand , his profile was so primi- 
tive with rudimentary nose and receding fovehead that 1 won~ 
dered if he were Korean. Again his color, instead of the 
reddish brow of the Japanese, verged on the Chinese yellow. 
Casting about for an excuse to open the conversation, I no- 
ted that he wis reading 4 book dealing, apparently, with the 
‘New Deal.» Awaiting a favorable opportunity when the bus was 
stopped, I asked him if he would allow me to make a note of 
the name of the book. I did this also because I had wanted 
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to identity his race by seaing the name on a postcard in 
the book apparently addressed to him. Also to start the es- 
tablishment of confidence I took from my pocket the card of 
® Japanese Buddhist dent I had interviewed, the card being 
printed in Japanese-Chinese characters. I wrote the name of 
the book, (Charles Beard's THE FUTURE COMES) on this card, 
taking aare to let the young man gee the gard as I did so. 
I then riffled threugh the book, aatching a glimpse of the 
post card and noted that the name was a Japanese one. I 
then addressed him in Japanese, saying: "I suppose you aoe 
Japanese. I was afraid to address you in Japanese until I 
gaw your name for if you had been Chinese you would have — 
been offended." This was not exactly a tactful remrk, but 
he took 1% in good part and smiled and replied in Japanese 
noncommitally. I then shifted onto the subject of the book 
and we soon beeame immersed in an interesting gonvergation, 
ranzing over many subjects. We were both transferring from 
the bus to street cars, and at some inconveni enge to myseif 
I teok the car he was taking to continue the talk. 

I discovered that he was on hig way to a seminar, that 
he nad his M. A. degree and was now working for his Ph. D- 
in politieal seience. I gave him an outline of my identity 
and life in the Orient. I found that he knew of me and the 
work I am doing on this project. He told me of some similar 
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work he was engaged upon: a researoh of Japanese sources, 
magazines, newspapers, ete., for the Japanese reactions to 
the Stimsaom polisy and notes with regard to Japanese action 
in Manchuria. This for ame yofessor who was making on in- 
vestigation into the Stimson regime and wanted some data 
from original Oriental Sources + I aaid to the young man, 
whom we will call ly. X, "You had better look out or you 
will have the Japanese communi ty on your neck like thoy are 
on mine", and I told him of my experiences. "Why, my work 
de only selentific, there is nothing for them to get excited 
about" he replied. "So is mine, aclentific", I replied and 
tola him further details. I then made him a proposition 

that he should take ali my sketches and look them over, in 
confidence, and if he considered that I was entitled to a 
@lean bill of health that he would pase the word on to the . 
Japanese community to “lay off" me and not be filling ny 

wife full of spy-scare stories and making her come home in 
tears end hysterics, talking about getting a divorce end say- 
ing thet interna tionel afteire were too much for her, thet 
ghe should have heeded her parents edvice against our merriage, 
ete. I forgot to write gust now that when I said to Mx. x 
that the Japanese community would be on hie neck if they knew 
of his research into the Stimson business, that he replied, 
"Well, if they don't like 1% they can -------= " expressing 
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his contempt of their antagonism. I don't know whether he 
disliked my proposal or whether he did not like to have me 
see his home by saying that he was rarely there ti11 late at 
night, as he worked all day t111 late at night, as he worked 
ell day till library closing hour at the University . 

A few days later I happened to encounter him in the 
street in company of a young man who has figured in another 
of my sketohes. As this young man knows of my work, 1 am 
afraid that he gave Mr. X some disquieting information about 
4%, this for the reason that a couple of days ago I was pagss- 
ing by Mr. X's street and decided to see if he were home. [I 
had some difficulty in locating the house and was forced to 
ask the assistance of a young Japanese lady passing by» She 
kindly went out of her way to gaide me to the house, which 
was partially hidden by eeioe on the baok end of a deep lot, 
slightly behind another Japanese dwelling. it was derk and 
through the glass of the front door I could see there was 
quite a crowd of Japanese people within in a back room. The 
front of the house was in darkness « I rang and someone came 
to the door, carefully peering out through the glass before 
opening the door. It proved to be Mr. X himself. He ap- 
peared rather embarrassed to see ne and stood in the doorway 
without inviting me insides He explained his being home at 
an houx when he had previously informed me he would be at 
the University by saying that he was suffering from a boil 
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on his head which his mother had unsuccessfully attempted 
to open without benefit of medical advice. As I wanted to 
inspeat the interior of the House’! I kept the conversation 
going in the doorway, finally being foreed to hint that I 
wanted to show him a book on Japan. In this Way I gained 
admittance, although he immediately closed the immer door, 
preventing me from seeing his family and others in the 
back room. 

fhe whole interview was rather constrained, he sitting 
on the edge of a straight hacked chair, and allowing me to 
sit on a similar one instead of taking me into the prior 
where I could see more comfortably furniture. Sensing his 
reluctance to have me in the nowse, I compressed as much as 
possible the questions I wanted to mt to him and at the 
same time was taking in the details the room. I found him 
inolined to be very aifferent from the time on the bus. ‘Then 
he was very frank and free sp¥ken. Now he was disposed to 
Giselaim knowledge on any of the points I raised. I brought 
up the qestion of the percentages of immigrants according 
to provinee of origin, whether fifty-fitty would ¢eoyer the 
Hiroshima-Kyushu distribution. He replied that he had no 
idea, that I should consult someone who had made such a study. 
I countered with the remark that I didn't believe such a ta- 
bulation had been made. He agreed with this. I then pressed 
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him to give merely his offhand feeling in the matter. Again 
the professed utter inability to offer even this vague esti-~- 
mate. Again on the matter of tendency of Hiroshima people 
to be found in indoor occupations, while the Kyushu gravi- 
tated to outdoor work, he replied that from his observations 
while working in the Fresno and Florin districts in the sum- 
mer time, that it appeared to him that the Hiroshima people 
predominated in outdoor work in these regions. I then 
learned that his father was engaged in outdoor day-work. This 
information he gave with an air of embarrassment. He further 
informed me that Bhs father had formerly run a Japanese bath 
house but head given it up. The reason I did not ascertain. 
In reply to my question, he informed me that few of the Ja- 
panese bath houses in city districts in America conformed to 
the Japanese style of having @ large common bath pool in 
which patrons steamed themselves after first washing wi th 
soap and serub rage in small individual tubs outside the pool. 
Bat he stated that in some of the country districts around 
Fresno and Sacremento this style was to be found. His father's 
establishment had only the usual American bath tubs in indi- 
vidual cabinets. 

I ventured onto the wah bans of division of opinion in 
Japan regarding the value of the military party's jingoism,in 
view of the denial by former rremier, Admiral Saito, of an in- 
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terview given a correspondent of the CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR, 
in whi oh Saite was reported haying acknowledged the existence 
of this division of opinion. I cited the paragraph on pages 
60-61 of Toyohike Kagawa's CHRIST AND JAPAN in whieh Kagawa 
writes as follows: "it is an arresting fact that the Eaperor 
stands strongly for peace. His New Year's poem, released Ja- 
rnuary 1, 19 , proves this beyond the shadow of a doubt. 

'In prayer pleading Ametsuechi no 

fo the God of heaven and earth Kami nizo inoru 

For a world without a wave, Aganagi no . 

Calm as the sea at dawm.' Umi no gotoku ni 

| Nami tatanu yo wo. 

Continuing Kagawa's next paragraph: "Japan presents a scene 
teeming with interest. In high places pacifiem reigns. At 
the base militarism prevails. How long will this last? May 
God in his goodness guide! ‘The day will certainly dawn when 
Japan will emerge from the dark cloud that at wesent enve- 
Lopes her, and make her contribution to the realization of 
world peace." 

I gan't estimate ecourately just what impression this 
made on him, but I think it is self evident that if any suseh 
ideas are to make much impreseion on the Japanese psychology 
they mast come, like the quotation above, from the Japanese 
themselves and not from foreigners. In their present mood, 
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any foreign expressions of opinion will only tend to orys- 
$allize their opposition to liberal and civilized concep- 
tions. 

I eame to learn from a conversation with the subject 
of another of my sketches that Mr. X. is quite a wrestler 
and had the misfortune to so injure an opponent in a friend- 
ly match that he died from internal injuries and hemorrhage. 

Regarding the house, it waa rather typical of an Ameri- 
can working man's home, usual Grand Rapids atyle of tables, 
chairs, etc. There was an old fashioned combination writing 
desk and beok case. The latter contained rather more Japan~- 
ese books than imglish, although several sets of books of 
the encyclopaedia type were visible. A framed picture of 
the General Nogi, who accompanied his Imperial Master, Meiji 
Tenno, into the Elysian Fields via the suicide route, hung 
on one wall. he other wall aesorations I noted were rather 
nondesoript American pictures. fhere was little of the brica- 
brac that is usually to be found cluttering up the homes of 
Japanese in America. Of course as I did not get to see the 
parlor, which was in darkness , I don't know what line the 
interior decorating took there. The garden was 4 grat masse 
of potted plants arranged in rows on platforms. These, Mr. 
X informed me, were his father's hobby. fhe walks were well 
kept and neat, with no trash visible although no grass lawns 
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were to be noticed. The Japanese in Japan and in their 
homes in America do not seem to exhibit much appreciation 
of the beauties of grass. Stones, gravel and sand seem to 


be more to their taste. 


fhe son of a farmer in Japan, Nobi obtained the equive~ 
lent of an American high school education. As in our own | 
country, the Japenese farmer ip very: often in debt, if not 
absolutely poverty stricken. “This was the case of Nobi's 
family » After years of farming they were forced to leave 
_¢he farm and go to Tokyo. In that city the question of ex« 
_4etence became even more difficult. Nobi had relatives in 
San Francisco and, receiving fair reports of conditions in 
thie country, decided to come here. His transportation was 
paid by hie relatives, end every cent has long since been 
yaid back. Nobi came to Sen Francisco in 1921, being then 


nineteen years of age. : 

As fax as could be Learned , he felt no strangeness at 
coming to America when he arrived here. The country and 
castoms were of course strange to hin, but he mingled at 
first with his own people atid had Little to do with Americans. 
Rather he looked upon Americans as being the strangers in 
San Francisco. He brought ‘thie point out rather plainly. At 
first he went $o night sohoo? in an attempt to learn the Jan~ 
guage, but gave this up sisiani he found he made better progress 
acquiring the language from his own countrymen. At present 
he doesn't speak especially good English. fie knows enough to 
- see him through in his msiness, which is house-ocleaning, but 
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gsi ‘esa oing. himself in the pp oy language of America. 
I detected, rether from his manner than his words, that he 
only stays here until he can make enough money to return to 
vayan and live comfortably. ‘ 
‘Hie first job in Ameria wes @leaning residences. This 
was done under the tutelage of other Japanese who had done 
this kind of work for years. This.is still true, he says, 
of young dapanese who come. to America. .fhey are not made to 
shift for themselves but ore instructed by their own country- 
men who have been here some ‘time ant: are versed in American 
wayse, Hie first job. was oleaning houses, and it etil2 is 
his job. 1t was easy for him to learn ‘end it paid good Wages « 
He worked three or four half deys a week in the beginning, at. : 
| $2.60 for fur houwgs. This, to him, was an enormous salary, 
since his own father's rice fern yielded only $1450 or 92.00 
an acre per year. es | 
+ Gradually he grew away. from his instructors. He built 
up or aequired a elientele of seyen or eight famiiies for 
whieh he worked steadily at 95.400 a day. He bought a vacuum 
@leaner and a bioycle, and was on hie own, working steadily 
end saving money. ‘He hea many chances to go into other lines 
of work but could see no reason why he should do #0. House~ 


‘leaning bemubht nim a steady income, and he was, end is, 
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satisfied, though at present his earnings are not what they 
were in good years. When asked if he had any money saved, 
he nodded, and laughingly added that he had not bought any 
stocks as many of his Japanese brethren had, eepecintiy” 
those in the southern part of the state. Of gourse he is 
aware there is a avidenelel aa te United States as sometimes 
he only gets two days’ work e week. ‘Hewever, the seriousness 
of the situation he diumiases with a shrug. “when I think: 
how we used to live in Japan, it is not bad here", he said. 
The poorest conditions in America would be favorable when . 
compared to the very poor sada Veadetic Japan. Aside from 
this observation he could not be drawn out about Japans 

” One thing I Learned fron Nobdi was that he felt a bit - 
strange with his own people lexceyt those of his own age). 
He does not understand the young American bern Japanese and 
the older people are to 'muien of the old country for hims At 
that, he leans more toward the old generation than the new. 
He intends someday id wevun 46 Japan, and seems to take An- 
erica merely as a stepping stone to a happier life back in 
Japan. ‘His attitude, as i understand it, is a consequence 
of his having never water eine being footloose and free. 
Most of his friends have marrica and have families. They 
will never go back to Japan, he thinks, because they couldn't 


take the whole family with them. Ho doubt the younger genera- 
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- Me iaveuens, axe a: svuming block te the oa people's 
/ desire to return to Japan. 

fhe main thing to ss Nobi attributes his rather 
easy success in America is the education he had before he 
game here. He was exceptionally well educated, but did not 
speak English perfectly. “the average Japanese who comes to 
America is not greatly educated . Bobi points out that the | 
average is not really representative of Japan. ‘The average 
- Bmigrant to America is not at all the equal, AnteLlectually 
or socislly of the resident et home. Another strange thing 
he said was that the auerigan bora ani American educated 
dapanese was closer to the better Glass Gitizen of Japan 
‘than the ‘uneducated older generation emigrant. He says that 
few Japanese are now coming to California, but thousanie are 
enigrating to Fegineproy ror There they are received very 
hospitably. Every tatandes cuince there is e racial likeness 
between the native of South America and himself. 

Nobi thinks sticking to one job helped him to success, 
especially since thie job enabled him to live and save money. 
| When he is not working at house-cleaning he is fishing off 
Lena's End. This 48 not a waste of time to him because, ax 
side feom the’ plessure he gets from the sport, the fish he 
Catches last him several meals, Whenever he fishes he makes 
@ g00d gateh. When he first found out that one could fish off 
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ee Sere He laughs at Americans who 60 out and stand 
Lor hours fishing when he says no fish are there. “When he 
fishes he gatches some thing, and at saves him money thet 
would otherwise be spent for food. 
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When 1 came to this Souter about forty years AGO», my 
countrymen working in the agricultural field were the vice 
tims of violence. However Pht hard and honest lebor, we 
won the confidence of the owners and today almost everywhere 
on farme, Japanese have ‘become important factors. 1 remem-« 
ber verywell those old days on the farm where we toiled day 
ana night in order to bring happiness to our countrymen. 

Many of them have died, some have gone back to the 014 coun- 
try and some are still here « We must not forget the unknom 
pioneers who hed made great aaorifice for us. 

“In 1906 1 left farm work and came to Oakland where many 
friends lived at Sth and Castro Streets. At that tine there 
was no street-car except the cable car which ran on Broadway 
toward the University. Forests, canyons and hills were lo- 
gated in the town and it looked like a small village. 

From 1905 to 1911 iL worked in the Osgood Druge store, 
Broadway and th Streets, for full twelve hours a Gay» start- 
ing at 91x in the norning ond finishing at six at. night. : Dupe 
ing these six years of hard eb oa, my employer trusted me Som- 
pletely and, of course, I asa Baye good moneys Not only aia 
I have my reguler job, tut 1 sterted a barber shop as wells 
Believe me, it is no joke when you work from 6 Adie to mid- 
night. My place wae the only barber shop for Japanese and cus- 
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tomers came every night. Then 1 rented a rooming house at 

416 - Sth Street. In this howe I had a Japenese bath, a 
barber shop, a grocery store, an employment agency and a pool 
hall. The place was crowded with all kinds of people--white, 
yellow and black and the activities of the Japanese community 
were centered there day and night. N«turally I had to meet 
with many grievances such es individual qu:rrels, troubles 

in a family, etc. However if any one were to ask me what were 
my most glorious days, I could answer those days without hesi- 
tation, because then I made ao% only money but I also acted 

as peivate adviser for the whole community . 

Everything went along “e nicely that 1 thought it would 
be a good idea to establish a Jayancse bank in order to get 
all the Japanese saving accounts as well as business. A 
friend criticized my plan as being too ambitious and said it 
would be a failure. I ondeas his criticism and Galled to- 
gether a few friends of mine and opened an institution named 
the Oakland Saving Bank. Dum to inexperience at this kind of 
work, the bank went bankrupt after five months. I realized 
then that the oriticism of my friend was right. But it was 
too late. We did not know how to settle our adifricuities so 
that we would not lose the savings of my people. After a long 
period of bitter days we finally succeeded in returning 80% of 


the saving accounts to each depositor. 
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Until 1916 I] managed to keep up my little Store. Then 
four Japanese grocery store owners came to me and asked me to 
Join them in a big grocery firm. At the beginning 1 refused 
because of my experience with the bank. 4éfter thinking it 
over, however, I decided to Join them and we started the East 
Bay Co. This went quite well perhaps because of my familiar- 
ity with this kind of work. “@ got along very well although 
there wasn't G6nough profit for us to save our fare back to 
Japan. 

When the depression began in 1929 the trade went down so 
rapidly that in 1931 we eowlan?’ make any headway and the 
Store was closed. 

Today 1 am still in the same position that 1 was when I 
Started as a érocery man. iAeuppons this is life. The vari- 
ous e6vents of the life of a forty odd year old man in this 
Sountry could give one mny rich lessbms, if I had the time 
%o tell you. 1 wish 1 hed the time to revise the memories of 


those old days. 
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He is a Japanece gardener, born in Jepan, age abt 55, 
Game to Hawaii in 1900, to Cabagornie in 1906; married a pic- 
ture bride, has four children all born in America, ages about 
21, 19, 17, 15 (girl, girl, boy, girl). His wife died in 
Japan two years ago: eldest Mauch ter is here, other three 
children are in Japan. 

This man comes from the Kurume district of Kyushu, and 
presents the type that has given rise to so much antagonism 
against the Japanese race in America. He is squat, ungainly, 
short limbed, and bullet-headed with a low forehead, hair 
running down on his forehead in simian style. lie hes cunning , 
monkey-like eyes, prognathous, supercilliary ridges, promin- 
ent dentition; is bowlegged, with a rolling geit. Offsetting 
these characteristics are a really friendly disposition, cour- 
teous, considerate and charming smile, and a certain wistful- 
ness of manner. His manner of speech is above his station in 
life. 

On hearing from him that he came to California in 1916, 
it suddenly occurred to me that en unusually large number of 
‘the people i had interviewed had given this date. 1 asked him 
if there was some special reason for this, my unexpressed idea 
being that it might have had some comection with the end of 


the Russo-Japanese War and consequent disbandment of the troops. 
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However his explanation was that the Gentlemen's Agreement 
took effect in 1907, shutting ot agricultural laborers and 
that there had been a great rush to get in ahead of the dead- 
line. In fact he himself came in on the very last boat that 
was permitted entry. I was at first under the impression 

that he came direct from Sapan to America, but 1 later learned 
that he had spent six years ae Hawaii and thet the terms of 
the exclusion applied to Japanese in Hawaii as well as those 
in Japane Consequently, even among those in Hawaii, were con-~ 
siderable numbers in the rush to California. 

As I had been cazeenacuty the subject of sketch No. 34 
that the Philipinos and ge nneae in Hawaii got along together 
fairly well I asked “r, M., the subjeot of this sketch, re- 
garding the matter. His reply was that they got along well 
enough, though there were, of course, bad characters among 
both races, as everywhere in the world. These trouble makers 
or seckers were responsible for disturbances that reflected 
on the character of both peoples. 

Some eight years ago, his wife fell i211 of tuberculosis. 
The entire family returned to ite ancestral district in Japan. 
At that time the children vere taken out of the American 
grammar gohool which they were attending and on arriving in 
Japan started in a Japanese school. The husband stayed one 


year then decided to return to America, as his wife showed 
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some improvement. She Said she would stay in Jepan a few 
months longer, then rejoin him. The eldest daughter returned 
to America, the three younger ones renaining with the mother. 
However the mother never recovered and finally died in Japan. 
The deughter who returned to America finally fell a victim to 
the same disease and for sone tine has been confined to a tu- 
berculosis sanitarium. At the present time she has returned 
home. Her father says she nae gained weight and was able to 
come home on this account. | 
Of the attitude talcen Japanese children, born or 
raised in America, toward life in Japan on their return there, 
ir. Me told me thet there “ay Some dissatisfaction on the part 
of these children on account of friction with neighbor child- 
ren who had never been in America. On the whole, these child- 
ren with experience in Americs. felt a certain satisfaction 
with their life in Japan on aieeuit of escaping from the feel- 
ing of inferiority and racial prejudice from which they suf- 
fered in Amerioa. Also, having been in Americe mede them in 
childish eyes somewhat superior to their playmetes; whereas, 
in Amerioa, they were the inferiors of their American school- 
mates. The change in their relative positions, with respect 
to their neighbors, often gave them a moral bracing-up. The 
absence “ERTL: and places for dancing, and chureh socials 


in the country villages, was irksome, but could be offset to 
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Some extent by @llowing the ohilaren excursions into nearby 
towns. He, personally, wished he could return to Japan and 
spend the rest of his life there. However, he had no money 
saved up, so the favorable Yen exchange rate did him no good. 
While prices in Japan were léw, wages were low too, and he 
saw no prospect of getting baok to his native land. 

He 4id not bring the other three children back for the 
reason that taking them out of Japanese schools now and re- 
entering them in American Ponce te would only wreck both Ja-~ 
panese and American sides of their life. The boy (now 17) 
he thought he would bring back to Americe when he has fi- 
nished Japanese school. ree the girls, their chances of 
marriage and subsequent happy life might be better if they 
stayed in Japan, at least wnt they were married. Marriage 
might be difficult on this side with the depression on. 

From Mr. M. I obtained some facts about the first Japan- 
ese drunkard I have come across. 1 shall make this man the 
subject of my next sketch if I am able to round out the in- 


farmation. 
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ii. fT. was born in vakayama Ken, Japan in 1896. Kr. 
f's father was engaged in farming on a small seale, hiring 
a eouple of men to work the farm with him. His mother | 
helped on the farm. He was the only son, although five 
years later another boy was born to them. 

I. Be attended school at a nearby temple until he 
finished the equivalent of a grammar school. le was sent 
to Tokyo, to an aunt, to study at the high sehool there. He 
attended for four years, finished, and went back home to Wa- 
kayama to help at farming. 

Being quite a scholar, he asked his father to send him 
40 college to study business. After a year on the farm he 
again left for Tokyo, entered one of the business colleges 
there, and studied for two years. At roommate talked him 
into going to America to study and work. He quit scheol and 
telling his folks he would return when he made good, he left 
for America in 1922. 
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it. fo wae born in sakayama Ken, Japan in 1996. Hr. 
's father was engaged in farming on 6 small seale, hiring 
a couple of men to work the faru cath hime Hie mother 
helped on the farm. He was the only gon, although five 
years later another boy was born to then. 

Ime fe attended school at a nearby temple until he 
finished the equivalent of « grammr scheol. He was sent 
to Tokyo, to an aunt, to study at the high seheol there. He 
attended for four years, finished, and went back home to \a- 
kayama to help ot farming. 

Being quite a echoler, he asked his father to sené him 
to sellege to study business. After a year on the form he 
again left for Tekyo, entered one of the business colleges 
there, and atudied for two yeare. 4% roommate talked him 
into going to Americas to study and worke He quit school ani 
telling hie folks he would return when he sade good, he left 
for Amerioa in 1922. 
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S.H., father of my informant, is a vegetable rancher 
in the Imperial Valley. He was born near Wakayama, a city 
south of (sake, in Central Japan, adout the year 155U. His 
parents were amall farmers, who also grew the mendarin 
oranges that ere a specialty of the Wakayama region. They 
vere Buddhiste. | | 

S. He attended the village sehool for only about four 
years of the regular six year course. the necessity for 
helping on the farm and lack of funds meade regular school at- 
tendance difficult. Up to the time of hie coming to America 
he remained on the farm, wlth the exception of a few months: 
each year, vhen he worked in town at a packing and export 
plant where the oranges were boxed for sale in Japan and 
abroad. . . 

About the year 1900, anaes wae @ considerable movenent 
of Wakayama people to the United States, but the bulk of them 
were fishermen who located around San Pedro, California. The 
movement of oranges to keevies was emall at thet time. Hear- 
ing of the money being made in America by these emigrants. 

S eH. determined to try hie lucke Hig decision wa. partly 
brought about by the fact that he was a younger son end 60 
could hope for little share in his father's estate. 

Lending in Log Angeles, or rather San Fedro, as it was 
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then known, he obtained employment on a nearby Japanese truck 
and berry garden. Later he thought to put his knowledge of 
oranges to profit by vorking on the orange ranches end in 
pecking houses, but his ignorance of English, and friction 
with American workers, cauged him to return to the vegetable 
and berry business. | 

&£fter so few years as a laborer he accumulated enough 
money to open a small fruit. and vegetable market in a nearby 
town. From this he furtier ineressed his Gu pital until he 
was able to rent, in his American-born son's name, s small 
ranch of i.is6 own on the outskirts of tuis town. 

He hed engineered a picture bride marriage e few years 
previously, and mow as his children grew up, with their help, 
he ran both the market and the ranch; his wife and children 
worked in town at the market: he and hired laborers worked 
on the berry ranci. 

After some fifteen years, during wiiec.. he prospered 
moderately, oil was discovered in the district in which his 
ranch was situated. Gradually the oi] operatione took in 
more and more ground until one day he received an offer for 
hie lease. After some dickering, he closed a deal for a sum 
that gave him quite a bit of caah. 

For gome time he had been interested in reports of the 


success enjoyed by the Japaneses cantaloupe growers in the Pm- 
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perial Valley. So he sold out his market toa fellow-country~ 
man and he and his family moved to the Valley and leased a 
tract of land. 

They continued in the cantaloupe business until the year 
1930. SN. felt he had accumula ted enough money to return to 
Japan. He himself wanted to stay in Japan permanently, but 
there was the problem of the children. They had never been 
in Japan and seemed to eare little about going there. They 
were all, except two small children, going to American 
schools, and were pretty much Americanized. 

Finally, SN. arrangod with & cousin, who was running 4 
small restaurent in the Bay Region, to let the three eldest 
@hildren stay with him and continue their schooling, while 
S.N., his wife, and the four younger ones returned to Japan. 
This arrangement has worked out fairly well in the case of 
the two daughters left here , but trouble arose in the case 
of the son, my informant. 

fhe cousin, in whose care they were left, was a rather 
crabbed character who made mene of parental authority He 
also was rabidly Soni caataae youth". He compelled his 
children to attend the Buddhist temple, although they were 
more inelined to favor the Christian emreh. When S.H.*%s 
ehildren came into this household, they became subject to 


the game severe regime. S.N.'s son stood it for a eoupls 
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of years, during which time he engaged in several rows with 
the old man. Finally, an explosion resulted when the son 
induced one of the old man's daughters to learn to dance. 

As @ result, the boy, enraged, left this household, and 
Since then has earned his own living working here and there; 
at present he is in a Japanese fruit and vegetable market. He 
has managed to get through high sehool and is now hoping to 
accumulate enough funds to enter the University next fall. 

His main interest is commerce, but as he realises that the 
chances for s econd-genera tion Japanese are meager in that 
field, he is thinking of taking a pharmacy course. 

His father in Japan assists him to some extent finan- 
Gially, but the stories he received from the cousin about the 
son's conduct, have prejudiced him against the boy to a con- 
siderable degree. fhe son is wondering how many years it will 
take him to get his degree on what money he ean earn himself, 
as he does not want to aecept anything further from his father. 

Speaking of the present anti-Japanese trouble in Arizona, 
he said that he had never ews there and so had no first-hand 
knowledge, and that he couldn't understand the suddenness of 
the outbreak of trouble. The Japanese had been operating there 
for a number of years without being the objects of undue resent- 
ment. it looked as though the trouble was being artificially 


fanned by some outside interests. His first @uswer to my ques- 
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tion as to the reason for the trouble was; "I guess the 
American farmers weren't making any money". 

Asked regarding any onbarrasaments or insults suffered 
by him on account of anti-Japanese sentiment, he said that 
there had been a few cases bus that it couldn't be helped. 

He says that although the Japanese in Arizona are "all 
mixed up" in origin, the walk are Japanese who have been in 
Amerioa many years, gradually migrating from Los Angeles 
territory to the imperial Valiey and thence across into Ari- 
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Mere S. came to the United States in 1894. In an in- 
formal talk with him (some twenty minutes }--he is quite a 
bus¢ man-«he told me of nis purpose in life. He is a very 
broad minded person, extremely patriotio to his native soun- 
try, Japan, yet he speaks of the love for his San Franoeis~ 
cc, Los ‘Angeles, Boston, Chigago end New York. He has also 
lived abroad, in London, partes Berlin and Milan. He claine 
he came to this country purposely to introduge Japanese and 
Oriental art to America. In other words, making money is 
not his first consideration. | 

He is firet for Japan, and is doing everything to fur- 
ther better understanding between Japan and the United States. 
My. S. tells me that many interna tionally famous people have 
tome to his store, not purely for business purposes, and that 
he enjoys conversing with then to make them understand Japan. 
He is a member of such societies as the Japan Soelety, Cham- 
ber of Commerce, and the Commonweal th Club, and is always 
eager to help Americans widerstand Japan. He is an admirer 
of such raveoiatuetes as Chester Rowell and Johnson (anti- 
Japanese) for their patriotiain to their own country, but de- 
nounces such people as the airship designer K., who recently 
stated that Japanese spies were responsible for the Macon's 


losse Theme heisalls unfounded, fantastical lies, flung by 
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K. to save his face, as the designer of the airships. 

He believes that there are meny Americans who gre com- 
mendable, but many vho are just plein rotten. He believes in 
verne stort trede--he is an internati omal merchant--end he 
believes all should be interna tionally minded too. He clains 
we exchenge good qvelities from each other. For example, the 
Pacific Coast is Oriental in atmog phere, while cities like 
Tokyo are Oceidental. He believes that only the East (that 
Ss, Eastern United States) is purely American, and explicitqe 
ly denounces the pseudo-Americans who denounce Japan untruth- 
fully» Those who do have other blood in them, for originally 
those people eame over from the Continent and they are for~ 
eigners also. | ‘ 

He educates and treins his two sons to be good Americans. 
He owes allegiance to Japan, but Olaims hie sons should be 
different, beoause they axe!Amersoanss He denounces the talk 
of first generations’ assimilating American ideals. 

"Why should we," he Baye | "when Japanese ideals are just 
as good.” | 

Go the matter of returning to Japan, he says, positively, 

"People always have and will return Shome*--Americans in 


Japan have also, haven't they?" 
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He is about 55, is a wi dower , end has no children. At 
present he is in missionary work amongst his people. He 
comes of a Buddhist priestly family, from near the Yamato dis- 
trict of Japan. His story briefly ig as follows: 

"Unfortunately I lost my mother when I was six years of 
agee She was a devout Buddhist. Mother departed this world 
leaving five young children... She lay suffering from consump- 
tion for over a year. She was 28, and I was the second boy - 
This sad memory is even now very deeply engraved on the inner 
recess of my heart. In after years I became a priest ina 
monastery of the Zen seot of Buddhism, and in that monastery 
I practised a strict course of study. 

"Bat, in Japan, men when they reach twenty years of age, 

if physically fit, have to enter military service as a duty 
to theix country, so I entered the mavy for four years. And 
by my om request I became a nurse to the sick. It was a 
great joy to me to be charged with nursing consumptive pa- 
tients, since this was the il Ines which afflicted my mother. 

‘while in military service, by chance, opportunity to 
read the Bible came to me, but I did not have faith in Christ. 

"when I finished the military service (thirty-one years 
ago) I game to America, to San Francisco, California. ina 
short time 1 entered a Christian church, but it seemed to me 
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I could not find Christ there. At that time in California 
the Japanese exclusion agitation was quite active. I was 
greatly distressed and troubled. I could not understand 
why California people who revered Jesus as Lord, and read 
the Bible, should wish to exclude the Japanese. Often I 
had the desire to return to Jajan. 

"after some years, working at laboring work on the rail- 
road and serving in restaurants, and other sorts of work to 
make my living, I had the determina tion that I must go from 
San Diego through the Taperial Valley to the state of Arizo- 
nae I did this on foot, walking during the day, and sleeping 
on the ground at night. Every night I gazed at the moon in 
the sky or watched the stars. How wonderful is thet moon and 
those stars hanging in the sky, 1 thought. And what is this 
globe upon which is my bed in the desert? Then too I thought 
upon the Califarnians who were excluding the dapanese.e At 
that time J had already been reading the Bible during some 
ten years or sO. Genesis came to my mind. And were the heav- 
ens end the earth really created by God? How marvelous, And 
every night and day considering this matter, I pursued my 
journey. And one night, my mother, who had departed fron this 
life, when I was six years of age, whispered in my ear (it 
seemed to me) and told me "Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
fear not, believe in the Lord Jesus Christ!" I was not dis- 
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obedient, and by the guidance and grace of the Lord Himself 
I became a believer. Neither with mouth nor with pen can I 
tell the greatness of the joy that came to me} 

Since then boldly I have told out the good news, by the 
roadside, visiting Japanese prisoners in prison, and bring- 
ing comfort to the sick in the hospitals. 

In Arizona f@ a few years I had work as an attendant 
ina hospital. Then, for some three years, I laboured in 
the Japanese Salvation Army in various places in California. 

Thirteen years ago I got a wife from Japan. Being a 
chureh member, she laboured with all her power to bring Ja- 
panese people into the church. My vife's mother was a Christ- 
jan, and my wife was baptized at the age of ten years. She 
studied at a Mission school in Japan, and worked in the Church. 

But unfortunately in 1931 in the latter part of april 
she became ill, and in October she was called to heaven. The 
@ilment was cancer of ihe stomach. We have no children. She 
suffered very much, but in the midst of her sufferings she 
held to her faith in Christ and trusted and praised Him. She 
was treated at one of the best hospitals in Oakland under 
good doctors, one of them a Japanese friend of ours. We have 
many friends among the rereperer as well as the Japanese. 


Many called to visit her. Missionsry.....and his wife came 


often, and read the Bible to her. 
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When the American chief doctor pronounced her case 
hopeless, she wanted to go to her home. She was. alionea 
this, and was brought by ambulance to our little apartment 
in downtown Oakland. She continued thus for quite a while 
in bed under the care of our Japenese doctor, with myself 
as nurse, and having the benefit of visite from our friends. 
She was loved and respected by many, and sustained by the 
prayers of her Christian teiewiay At length she peacefully 
departed from this world. 

Forlorn me, having nursed her night anu day, I was ell 
worn out, and very gad and Lonesome - 

My prayer is that I may give myself to labour for those 
who are in need, or sick people, especially for those who 
have nothing, for the sake af the Name of Jesus of Nazareth. 

And my desire has been granted and I have been enabled 
to do such worke 

And now I am about to have my desire fulfilled; to re- 
turn to my native country and labor there among the poor, 
the needy and the sick in the crowded prtsa of one of the 
big clties of Japan. 
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